
RESEARCH AND INFORMATION GATHERING
Overview
Most homeowners have some idea of the features they would like to have in their yards and how they want to use them, yet they are often unsure of their choices and how to put it all together in an appealing and functional design. A design theme can offer inspiration and guidance for making decisions about which features to include, appropriate materials, and spatial organization. Understanding how to use a theme for design guidance can be helpful for finding a theme that works for your yard. Examples of themes,,,,,quiet and relaxing, active, entertaining, eco-friendly, etc. 
Landscape styles can be identified because they are based on a collection of distinctive features and materials with a recognizable organization and/or form. Examples of landscape or garden styles include cultural and historic gardens, such as Italian, English, Japanese, or Spanish colonial gardens. Other styles may be historic gardens, such as cottage gardens, colonial kitchen gardens. Styles also include urban, contemporary, classic, or iconic designs that can be attributed to a particular designer, a certain design movement, or a design period. 
Be sure to include notes on cultural diversities and how religion plays a role.
Instructions
Themes/Styles

· research and describe a variety of hardscape themes and styles. Include a variety of ways to present your research….e.g., notes, images, photos, illustrations
· note any connection to your residential design from last year
· key word searches: home styles, cottage gardens, colonial gardens, California modern, Tuscan, Asian, contemporary, classic country, ranch, traditional, coastal, farm, outdoor décor  
Designs
· research, note and collect digital photos and images of different outdoor furniture designs
· note some local designs….….take digital pictures where possible
· be sure detailed plans are included where possible
Research Sources

· use a variety of resources in collecting your information…. magazine, newspaper, design books, Internet, and any other sources available. You must show proof that a variety of sources were used for full marks

· be sure to site all sources of information
Report presentation

· report must be presented in a structured format with cover sheet, page numbers, headers and footers
Sample Web Sites:

· https://www.google.ca/search?q=outdoor+furniture+design+plans&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=xbOMUqv0Jsf6qwGTnIC4DQ&ved=0CFUQsAQ&biw=1280&bih=855 

· http://www.todaysplans.net/woodwork-howto-build-barbecue-furniture.html 

· http://ana-white.com/2010/05/plans/simple-outdoor-lounge-chair
· http://www.birdsandblooms.com/Backyard-Projects/Small-Garden-Projects/Grill-Table
· http://www.birdsandblooms.com/Backyard-Projects/Birdhouses/Bluebird-house
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